
	

 
 

APPENDIX 2.  ETOPS APPROVALS 
 

As described in Section 4.0 of this AC, SL CARs Part 8 permits certificate holders to seek various levels of  ETOPS approvals.  This Appendix summarizes the 
details for each approval level, and is intended to provide further guidance to the requirements in Part 8. 
 

1.  Airplanes with Two Engines 
 

Approval 
Level 

Area of 
Applicability 

 

Requirements How to apply Comments 

75 
minutes 

Caribbean/ 
Western  
Atlantic Area. 
 

1. The airplane-engine combination need not be type-
design approved for ETOPS. 
 2. The SLCAA reviews the airframe-engine combination to 
ensure the absence of factors that could prevent safe 
operations. 
3. The airframe-engine combination must have sufficient 
favouable experience to demonstrate to the Administrator a 
level of reliability appropriate for 75-minute ETOPS. 
4.   Even though there is no requirement for the type-
design approval of the airplane, the certificate holder must 
ensure the airplane has systems that are capable of 
complying with the requirements of Part 8 for time-limited 
system planning. 
5.   The  certificate holder must comply with the 
maintenance program requirement of Part 8 and 9, except 
that a pre-departure service check before departure of the 
return flight is not required.  Guidance is provided in 3.0 
AC. 
6   The certificate holder must comply with the flight 
operational requirement in part 8 as described in 3.0. in this 
AC. 
7.  The certificate holder need not comply with 120-minute 
ETOPS provisions of the MMEL. 
8.   The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its operations 
specifications (OpSpecs).  
 

Request made to the 
SLCAA for route authority.  
The application will show 
the need for such an 
authority.  Minimal or no 
in-service experience with 
the airplane-engine 
combination is required 
(see Appendix 3). 

This area is considered a 
“benign” area of operations 
due to 
(1)Numerous airports. (2) a 
high level of reliability and 
availability are required of 
communications, 
navigation, and ATC 
services and facilities, and 
(3) prevailing weather 
conditions that are stable 
and generally do not 
approach extremes in 
temperature, wind, ceiling, 
and visibility. 

75 
minutes 

Other areas besides 
Caribbean / Western/  

1. The airplane-engine combination need not be type 
design approved for ETOPS. 
2.  The SLCAA reviews the airframe-engine combination to 
ensure the absence of factors that could prevent safe 
operations 

Request made to the 
SLCAA for route authority.  
The application will show 
the need for such an 
authority. 

Areas not considered 
benign such as North 
Atlantic (NAT/NMPS) area.   
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Approval 

Level 
Area of 

Applicability 
 

Requirements How to apply Comments 

 Atlantic Area 
Operations  

3. The airframe-engine combination must have sufficient 
favourable experience to demonstrate to the administrator 
a level of reliability appropriate for 75-minute ETOPS. 
4. Even though there is no specific requirement for type 
design approval of the airplane, the certificate holder must 
ensure the airplane has systems that are capable of 
complying with the requirements of Part 8 for time-limited 
system planning. 
5.  The certificate holder must comply with the 
maintenance program requirements of Part 8 and 9.  
Guidance is provided in 3.0. 
6.  The certificate holder must comply with the flight 
operational requirements in Part 8, as described in 3.0. 
7.   The certificate holder must comply with 120-minutes 
ETOPS provisions in the MMEL. 
8.   The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
ETOPS authority as contained in its OpSpecs. 
 

 Minimal or no in-service 
experience with the 
airplane-engine 
combination is required 
(see Appendix 3). 

90 
minutes 

Micronesia 1. The airplane-engine combination must be type-design 
approved for 120-minutes ETOPS or greater. 
2.  The certificate holder must comply with the 
maintenance program requirements of Part 8 and 9, except 
that a pre-departure service check before departure of the 
return flight is not required.  Guidance is provided in 3.0 of 
this AC. 
3.  The certificate holder must comply with the flight 
operational requirement in part 8, as described in 3.0 of 
this AC. 
4.  The certificate holder must comply with 120-minute 
ETOPS provisions in the MMEL. 
5.   The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its OpSpecs. 
  

Request made to the 
SLCAA for route authority. 
The application will show 
the need for such an 
authority. 

Minimal or no in-service 
experience with the 
airplane-engine 
combination is required 
(see Appendix 3). 

120  
minutes 
 

Unlimited (no area 
restriction) 

1. The airplane-engine combination must be ETOPS type 
design approved for 120 minutes or greater. 
2.  The certificate holder must comply with all Part 8 flight 
operations and maintenance requirements pertaining to 
ETOPS as discussed in 3.0 of this AC. 
3.  The certificate holder must comply with 120-minute 
ETOPS provisions in the MMEL. 
4.  The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its OIpSpecs. 

4.0 of this AC provides the 
two methods for gaining 
approval. 
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Approval 
Level 

Area of 
Applicability 

 

Requirements How to apply Comments 

138 minute 
(for 
certificate 
holders who 
are currently 
approved for 
120-minute 
ETOPS) 

Unlimited (no 
 area  
restriction) 

1. The airplane-engine combination must be ETOPS type-
design approved for 120-minute or greater.  If approved 
only up to 120 minute, the SLCAA must ensure the 
airplane time-limited systems support operations up to 138 
minute in accordance with Part 8. 
2. Comply with all Part 8 flight operations and maintenance 
requirements pertaining to ETOPS as discussed in 3.0 of 
this AC. 
The certificate holder must conduct training for 
maintenance, dispatch and flightcrew.  Training should 
include any unique aspects of 138 minute operations e.g. 
any additional requirement imposed by the SLCAA 
including MEL requirements. 
3. Must comply with the “beyond 120-minute ETOPS 
provisions in the MMEL.  If a 180-minute ETOPS MMEL 
does not exist for the airplane, the certificate holder must 
apply to the SLCAA for any additional items that maybe 
applicable for 138-minute operations. 
4.138-minute ETOPS authority is used when the route 
cannot be efficiently operated under 120-minute ETOPS. 
5. The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its OpSpecs. 
 

Certificate holder with 
120-minute ETOPS 
authority may apply to the 
SLCAA.  The application 
will show the need for 
such an authority.  A 
modified MEL to support 
operations should be 
submitted with the 
application to AFS-200 
through the certificates 
CHDO. 

This is an extension of 
previous 120-minute 
authority. 
Approval is granted for 
operations up to 138 
minutes on a flight-by-flight 
exception basis. 

138 minute 
(for 
 certificate 
holders who 
are currently 
approved for 
180-minute 
ETOPS) 

Unlimited (no  
area  
restriction) 

 1. Airplane-engine combination must be ETOPS type 
design approved for 180 minutes or greater. 
2.  Comply with all Part 8 flight operations and 
maintenance requirements pertaining to ETOPS as 
discussed in Chapter 3 of this AC.  
3.  Must comply with the 180-minute ETOPS provisions in 
the MMEL. 
4.  The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its operations 
specifications. 
5.  The certificate holder must conduct training for 
maintenance, dispatch and flightcrew regarding the 
differences between 138-minute and 180-minute diversion 
authority. 
 

.Certificate holder with 
180-minute ETOPS 
authority may apply to the 
SLCAA.  The application 
will show the need for 
such an authority. 

Since this authority is less 
than the certificate holder’s 
maximum ETOPS authority, 
it may be exercised on an 
unlimited basis. 
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Approval 
Level 

Area of 
Applicability 

 

Requirements How to apply Comments 

180 
minute 

Unlimited (no 
Area 
Restriction) 

1. Airplane-engine combination must be ETOPS type 
design approved for 180-minute or greater. 
2. Comply with all Part 8 flight operations and maintenance 
requirements pertaining to ETOPS as discussed in Chapter 
3 of this AC. 
3.  Must comply with the 180-minute ETOPS provisions in 
the MMEL. 
4.  The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its OpSpecs. 
 

4.0 of this AC provides the 
methods for gaining 
approval to operate under 
180 minute 

 

207 
minute 

In North Pacific Area 
of Operations (Pacific 
Ocean areas north of 
40N latitudes 
including NOPAC 
ATS routes and 
published PA COTS 
tracks between Japan 
and North America).  
The subcontinent of 
North America 
includes Canada, 
Mexico and the 
United States. 

1. Airplane-engine combination must be ETOPS type 
design approved for 180 minutes or more.  The certificate 
holder must comply with 8.6.2.10 however, the approved 
time for the airplane‘s most limiting ETOPS significant 
system and most limiting cargo-fire suppression time must 
be at least 222 minutes. 
2. Certificate holder must have existing 180-minute ETOPS 
operating for the airplane-engine combination to be 
operated. 
3. The certificate holder must have previous ETOPS 
experience satisfactory to the Administrator. 
 4. The certificate holder must make every effort to plan 
ETOPS within 180 minutes or less, if possible. 
5.  The certificate holder must inform the flightcrew each 
time an airplane is proposed for dispatch for greater than 
180 minutes and tell them why the route was selected. 
6.  In addition to the equipment  specified in the certificate 
holder’s minimum equipment list for 180-minute ETOPS, 
the following systems must be operational for dispatch: 
     (A)  The fuel quantity indicating system; 
     (B)  The APU (including electrical and pneumatic supply 
and operating to the APU’s designed capability) when the 
APU is necessary for an airplane to comply with ETOPS 
requirements. 
      (C)  The auto throttle system,. 
      (D)  The communication system required by SL CARs 
Part 9.3.1.25 as applicable, and 
      (E)  One-engine inoperative auto-land capability, if flight 
planning is predicated on its use. 
 
 
 

Those certificate holders 
that have 180-minjute 
ETOPS authority in this 
area can apply to the 
SLCAA for approval as an 
extension to their 180-
minute authority. 

This is an extension of 180-
minute ETOPS authority for 
the specific case of 
operations in the North 
Pacific Area of Operations. 
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Approval 
Level 

Area of 
Applicability 

 

Requirements How to apply Comments 

  7.  Comply with all Part 8 flight operations and 
maintenance requirements pertaining to ETOPS as 
discussed in 3.0 of this AC. 
8.  The nearest available ETOPS alternate within 207 
minutes diversion time must be specified in the dispatch or 
flight release. 
9.  In conducting such a flight the certificate holder must 
consider Air Traffic Service’s preferred track. 
10.  This exception may be used only on a flight-by-flight 
basis when an ETOPS alternate is not available within 180 
minutes for reasons such as political or military concerns; 
volcanic activity; temporary airport conditions; and airport 
weather below dispatch requirements or other weather 
related events. 
11.  The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its operations 
specifications. 
12.  The certificate holder must track how many times 207-
minute authority is used. 

  

240 
minute 

North Polar Area, in 
the area north of the 
NOPAC, and in the 
Pacific ocean north of 
the equator. 

1. Airplane-engine combination must be ETOPS type 
design approved for greater than 180 minutes.  The 
certificate holder must ensure the airplane has systems 
that are capable of complying with the requirements of 
8.6.2.10 for time-limited system planning. 
2. Certificate holder must have existing 180-minute ETOPS 
operating authority for the airplane-engine combination to 
be operated. 
3. The certificate holder must have previous ETOPS 
experience satisfactory to the Authority. 
4. The certificate holder must make every effort to plan 
ETOPS with 180 minutes or less, if possible. 
 5. The certificate holder must inform the flightcrew each 
time an airplane is proposed for dispatch for greater than 
180 minutes and tell them why the route was selected. 
6.  In addition to the equipment specified in the certificate 
holder’s minimum equipment list for 180-minute ETOPS, 
the following systems must be operational for dispatch: 
  (A)  The fuel quantity indicating system. 
  (B)  The APU(including electrical and pneumatic supply 
and operating to the APU’s designed capability) when the 
APU is necessary for an airplane to comply with ETOPS 
requirements. 
 

Those certificate holders 
that have 180-minute 
ETOPS authority in this 
area can apply to the 
SLCAA for approval as an 
extension to their 180-
minute authority. 

This is an extension of 180-
minute ETOPS in this area 
and is to be used on a flight 
by flight exception basis 
when an ETOPS alternate 
is not available within 180 
mintues. 
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Approval 
Level 

Area of 
Applicability 

 

Requirements How to apply Comments 

      (C)  The auto throttle system, 
    (D)  The communication system required by SL CARs 
Part 9.3.1.25, as applicable, and 
    (E)  One-engine inoperative auto-land capability, if flight 
planning is predicated on its use. 
7.  Comply with all Part 8 flight operations and 
maintenance requirements pertaining to ETOPS as 
provided in 3.0 of this AC. 
8.  The nearest available ETOPS alternate within 240-
minutes diversion time must be specified in the dispatch or 
flight release. 
9.  In conducting such a flight the certificate holder must 
consider Air traffic Service’s preferred track. 
10.  The criteria used by the certificate holder to decide that 
extreme weather precludes using an airport must be 
established by the certificate holder’s manual for the use of 
dispatchers and pilots. 
11.  The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its OpSpecs. 
12.  This exception may be used in the North Polar Area 
and in the area north of NOPAC only in extreme conditions 
particular to these areas such as volcanic activity, extreme 
cold weather at en route airports, airport weather below 
dispatch requirements, temporary airport conditions, and 
other weather related events.  This exception may be used 
in the Pacific Ocean area north of the equator only for 
reasons, such as political or military concern, volcanic  
activity, airport weather below dispatch requirements, 
temporary airport conditions and other weather related 
events.  
 
 
 

.  
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Approval 
Level 

Area of 
Applicability 

 

Requirements How to apply Comments 

240 
minute 

Areas south of the 
equator: 
 
1. Pacific ocean 
areas between the 
US West Coast and 
Australia, New 
Zealand and 
Polynesia. 
2. South Atlantic 
Oceanic areas; 
3.  Indian Ocean 
areas 
4.  Oceanic areas 
between Australia 
and South America. 
 

1. Airplane-engine combination must be ETOPS type 
design approved for greater than 180 minutes.  The 
certificate holder must ensure the airplane has systems 
that are capable of complying with the requirements of SL 
CARs Part 8.6.2.10 for time-limited system planning. 
2. Certificate holder must have existing 180-minute ETOPS 
operating authority for the airplane-engine combination to 
be operated. 
3. The certificate holder must have previous ETOPS 
experience satisfactory to the Authority. 
4.  In addition to the equipment specified in the certificate 
holder’s minimum equipment  list for 180-minute ETOPS, 
the following systems must be operational for dispatch: 
  (A)  The fuel quantity indicating system, 
  (B)  The APU (including electrical and pneumatic supply 
and operating to the APU’s designed capability) when the 
APU is necessary for an airplane to comply with ETOPS 
requirements. 
  (C)  The auto throttle system, 
  (D)  The communication system required by SL CARs 
Part  9.3.1.25, as applicable , and 
  (E)  One-engine inoperative auto-land capability, if flight 
planning is predicated on its use. 
5.  Comply with all Part 8 flight operations and 
maintenance requirement pertaining to ETOPS as provided 
in 3.0 of this AC. 
6.  The nearest available ETOPS alternate within 240-
minutes diversion time must be specified in the dispatch or 
flight release. 
7.  The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its OpSpecs. 
  

Request made to the 
SLCAA for route authority.  
The application will show 
the need for such an 
authority. 

This is an unlimited 
authority. 

Beyond 
240 
minute 

Specific city pairs in 
the following areas as 
designated in the 
operators application: 

1.Airplane-engine combination must be ETOPS type-
design approved for greater than 180-minute.  The 
certificate holder must ensure the airplane has systems 
that are capable of complying with the requirements of 
SLCARs 8.6.2.10 for time-limited system planning. 
2.  The certificate holder must have existing 180-minute 
ETOPS operating authority for the airplane-engine 
combination to be operated. 
3.the certificate holder must have previous ETOPS 
experience satisfactory to the Authority 
 

Request made to the 
SLCAA for route authority.  
The application will show 
the need for such an 
authority. 

There is no time limit to this 
authority. 
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Approval 
Level 

Area of 
Applicability 

 

Requirements How to apply Comments 

 1. Pacific Oceans 
areas between the 
U.S. West Coast and 
Australia, New 
Zealand and 
Polynesia. 
2.  South Atlantic 
Oceanic areas; 
3.  Indian Ocean 
areas. 
4.  Oceanic areas 
between Australia 
and South America. 
5.  South Polar Area 
 

4.  The operator must have been operating at  180-minute 
or greater ETOPS authority for at least 24-consecutive 
months, if which at least 12-consecutive months must have 
been under 240-minute ETOPS authority with the airplane-
engine combination to be used. 
5.  In addition to the equipment specified in the certificate 
holder’s minimum equipment list for 180-minute ETOPS, 
the following systems must be operational for dispatch: 
   (A)  The fuel quantity indicating system; 
   (B)  The APU (including  electrical and pneumatic supply 
and operating to the APU’s designed capability)when the  
APU is necessary for an airplane to comply with ETOPS 
requirements, 
   (C)  The auto throttle system, 
   (D)  The communication system required by SLCARs 
Part 9.3.1.25 as applicable, and 
   (E)  One-engine inoperative auto-land capability, if flight 
planning is predicated on its use. 
 6.  The certificate holder must comply with all Part 8 flight 
operations and maintenance pertaining to ETOPS as 
provided in 3.0 of this AC. 
7.   The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its OpSpecs. 
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2.  Passenger-Carrying Airplanes with more than Two Engines. 
 
 

Approval 
Level 

Area of 
Applicability 

 

Requirements How to apply Comments 

Beyond 180 
minute 

Unlimited area 
of the world 

1. The airplane-engine combination must be type-design-
approved for ETOPS, except as provided in SL CARs Part 
8.6.2.11 (see comments). 
 
2. The certificate holder must ensure the airplane has 
systems that are capable of complying with the 
requirements of Part 8 for time-limited system planning. 
 
3. The operator must designate the nearest available 
ETOPS alternate or alternates within 240-minutes diversion 
time (at one engine inoperative cruise speed under 
standard conditions in still air).  If an ETOPS alternate is 
not available within 240 minutes, the operator must 
designate the nearest available ETOPS alternate or 
alternates along the planned route of flight. 
 
4. The minimum equipment list (MEL) limitations for the 
authorized ETOPS diversion time apply. 
 

(i) The Fuel Quantity Indicating System must be 
operational. 
 

(ii) The communications systems required by SL 
CARs Part 9.3.1.25 must be operational, except 
for three and four-engine airplanes operating 
180 minutes or less from an alternate in the 
North Polar and South Polar areas. 

 
5.The certificate holder must operate in accordance with 
the ETOPS authority as contained in its OpSpecs. 
 
 

 

 Request made to the 
SLCAA for route authority. 
The application will show 
the need for such an 
authority. 
 
Certificate holders who 
have authority to operate 
on specific routes that 
under this AC are newly 
defined as ETOPS routes 
do not have to re-apply for 
specific route authority.  
The certificate holder will 
be required to comply with 
all the ETOPS operational 
requirements in this AC. 

& 
The certificate holder 
should review their aircraft 
for applicability. 
Those airplanes not 
required to have an ETOPS 
type design do not have 
any CMP or Parts control  
compliance requirements. 
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3.  All airplanes planned on routings any portion of which enter the North Polar or South Polar areas. 
.   
 

Approval 
Level 

Area of 
Applicability 

 

Requirements How to apply Comments 

  
North Polar area – 
the entire area north 
of 78N latitude 
 
 

and, 
 

South Polar area – 
the entire area south 
of 60S latitude 

 
 

 

. 
In addition to any applicable requirements of Sections 1 
and 2 of this Appendix, the certificate holder’s operations 
specifications must contain the following: 
 

(1) The designation of alternate airports that may be 
used for enroute diversions and the diversions 
and the requirements the airports must meet at 
the time of diversion. 
 

(2) Except the supplemental, all-cargo operations, a 
recovery plan for passengers at diversion 
alternates. 
 

(3) A fuel-freeze strategy and procedures for 
monitoring fuel freezing. 
 

(4) A plan to ensure communication capability for 
these operations. 
 

(5) An MEL for these operations. 
 

(6) A training plan for operations in these areas. 
 

(7) A plan for mitigating crew exposure to radiation 
during solar flare activity. 
 

(8) A plan for providing at least two cold weather anti-
exposure suits in the aircraft, to protect 
crewmembers during outside activity at a 
diversion airport with extreme climate conditions.  
The SLCAA may relieve the certificate holder from 
this requirement if the season of the year makes 
the equipment unnecessary. 

 
 

 
.Certificate holders must 
submit an application with 
all supporting data to the 
Authority.  This application 
must address all the 
regulatory requirements 
for Polar operations and 
the guidance in this AC.  
The application should be 
submitted at least 60 days 
prior to the proposed start 
of polar operations with 
the specific airplane-
engine combination. 

. 
Except for intrastate 
operation within the State of 
Alaska. 
 
 
 
 
These requirements are in 
addition to any applicable 
ETOPS requirements listed 
in 3.0 and 4.0 of this AC. 
 
 
 
 
The validation requirements 
of this approval include an 
exercise of the certificate 
holder’s passenger 
recovery plan as in 6.0 
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